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| tell stories in books
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News / World
Toronto sex offender could be first Canadian
convicted of child sex tourism in Cuba

Toronto man James McTurk, 78, has been convicted twice on child porn charges, and
now faces charges of child sex tourism for abusing children in Cuba.

Read full articles: http://tinyurl.com/yakvx8fd
http://tinyurl.com/y9kdtbvg
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... and online
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The Art of Investigative Story-Telling:
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v' WHAT MAKES A GREAT STORY?
v' #1: CHARACTERS ARE KEY:
> THEY MUST GO ON A JOURNEY
> THE "FOUR Cs”
v’ #2: FOCUS, FOCUS, FOCUS
v’ #3: TIPS FOR BETTER WRITING:
- Show Don’t Tell
- Make Clear Turns
v’ #4: START WRITING WHILE YOU RESEARCH
v #5: STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE
- Opening
- The Nut Graf
- Chronology and The Journey

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training

19-02-27



Investigative StoryTelling (c)Julian Sher

The Art of Investigative Story-Telling:
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v" WHAT MAKES A GREAT STORY?
v’ #1: CHARACTERS ARE KEY:
> THEY MUST GO ON A JOURNEY
> THE "FOUR Cs”
v’ #2: FOCUS, FOCUS, FOCUS
v’ #3: TIPS FOR BETTER WRITING:

- Show Don’t Tell
- Make Clear Turns

v’ #4: START WRITING WHILE YOU RESEARCH
v’ #5: STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE

- Opening

- The Nut Graf

- Chronology and The Journey
v’ #6 DIGITAL IS DIFFERENT: WRITING FOR ONLINE NEWS AND SOCIAL MEDIA

The Art of Investigative Story-Telling:
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We are born story-tellers

* Until daily news reporting killed the art of story-tlgl"/"/'ﬁg
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Skywalker Shocker!!!
593 )b 3,01

In a shocking and disturbing revelation, Rebel
alliance hero Luke Skywalker has discovered that
Galactic Empire leader Darth Vader is his father,
The Rebel Daily has learned.
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What Makes a Great Story? Oprah Winfrey:
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OPRAH’S STORY HAS A BEGINNING, MIDDLE AND END:

In 1964, | was a little girl sitting on the linoleum floor of my mother's house in
Milwaukee watching Anne Bancroft present the Oscar for best actor at the 36th
Academy Awards. She opened the envelope and said five words that literally made
history:" The winner is Sidney Poitier."

Up to the stage came the most elegant man | ever remembered. His tie was white,
his skin was black—and he was being celebrated. I'd never seen a black man being
celebrated like that. | tried many, many times to explain what a moment like that
means to a little girl, a kid watching from the cheap seats as my mom came
through the door bone tired from cleaning other people's houses. But all | can do is
quote and say that the explanation in Sidney's performance in Lilies of the Field:
"Amen, amen, amen, amen."

In 1982, Sidney received the Cecil B. DeMille award right here at the Golden Globes
and it is not lost on me that at this moment, there are some little girls watching as |

become the first black woman to be given this same award.

Watch full video: http://tinyurl.com/yak9zuzu

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 7
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VWhat Do YOoUu IThink IViakes a Great >toryr
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THE FOUR BASIC BUILDING BLOCKS
FOR A GOOD STORY:

> 1.GREAT CHARACTERS

> 2.GREAT PLOT (structure)
> 3.GREAT WRITING

> 4.GREAT ACCOUNTABILITY
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What makes a good story?
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2. GREAT PLOT
Action
Suspense
Surprise

Even Humour
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What makes a good story — GREAT WRITING.
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* |t has to be Clear and Understandable

v Simple language
v’ turn signals
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VVTTJT IMTJKES a gOOU STOTy?
4. ACCOUNTABILITY
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And in investigative journalism,
you need to hold power to account
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TIP #1:
CHARACTERS ARE KEY

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 10
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THE FOUR BASIC
BUILDING BLOCKS

FOR A GOOD STORY:
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But Number One is:

1.Characters who
drive your story

Heroes, Protagonists
People | care about
People | get to know

AR

Real people who change
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Characters have to talk!
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A GREAT INVESTIGATION — BUT WHERE ARE THE REAL PEOPLE? [YELLOW HIGHLIGHTS

SHOW WHEN A REAL PERSON IS TALKING]:
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Meaitoring
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masitorizg. He says st s0ce 3 they recsive infermzaticn shout 2 &
commitiee i put togefher froem beth Ministries of Health <ton who tske
samples froem fhe factory and webreit a repart. And if it turea oat the that fhe smsples do nct adhers to

o the fatary i shus dovws 22 the e and emplayees v desh ik logaSy

i cancer if used foe boag

meamres in cases ol

tory that is in viclaticn, an inspection

velving :-.un:nc:l mkmvm o
were confincated lat year, o wan '100‘5 tozaes and 1770 litrex afmu:'u] nu itezas were all destroyed ard &
Expect e et b cout of mindmemnores ocalsiog i ol v

Chart with the topec: (\mm«rul Fi m_nl Law N. 28111

oduct. The report st

ose

priirs mesmuren sl be cofoeed o syome who actived o attempted to deccive somosae be bax
ccatracted with i eny of the Sollowing mazner
116t qualityofthe ods do ot eakch what has been g upee

2. The sctusl goods ype or contents ard whatevee ey include of use in geneeal or their ingredicnty
3. The type of goods, e place of rigin o sowree s fhe casen where it s connidered - in accordance with the
agrecment ce zomma- type, place of ceigin or source faudulent o fic goods a majce reasca for sgrocment.
£ Toe smont of goodn, worth, mesveenet, v weigh,apaciy e velage. Toe puzabnses sl be
§ five yeans 1nd a fine of zo e 0.00¢
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00 EGP and not excoeding 30,000 EGP o the equivalent of the cost of fhe goods imvolved in the
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of these Scods, drups, medicinal plarts, medication ot products that are fraudelent o rotten or expired

2. Makes, prescats, puts sp for ssle. pecduicts, Soxes ard envelopes used to cheat hums= and avimal
foods, drags, medicinal plants. medication, agr
maner thal may render thern not eacable

lteral crops, zateral e induntrisl prodacts in &

& legitimate mmrmulpllmw chezt, or enycae who matigates or
uses to cemmit fraed by meams of zoicbooks ard peblicat
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be no less than 20,000 £
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three thousand Egyptian pounds a=d ret to exceeding 10,000 EGP or the esuivalent of the cast of the goods
nvolved in the criree, whichever ia greater ce cac of these peniskzzents

The impriwonzscat peried sball be no less than cac year avd the fine vo le thar 5,000 EGP a=d zot to
excoeding 20,000 EGP ce the oguivalent of the osat of e poods invelved in the crisse, whichever is greatee, if
the goods oblained where druga, medicinal plants or medicaticn
smimals.

The impriwonzscst peried sball be no les than cac year and net to exceeding five yean and the fine no 'ﬂ. than
10,000 EGP end not exceeding 30,000 EGP o the egeivalent of the cout of the goods mvaivad in the
whichever i greater, if the fosds, products, dregs, medicinal plants, medicaticas ce ary goods thet sre efered
i the previous asticle are harsafel to bumans s=d snirals

Asticle 3 recurmeet - Anyone wha knowisgly iports o

used for the treatmscat of humans

3 inde the cosntry sny burman, snimal foods,

draga, medicinal plarss, medication, agricultural ceops, 2ateral peoducts o induntial products that are
fraudslers, rettes or expired sball be imprisazed for a period no less than 3 year and 2ot to excoeding five years
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of gosds izvolved in the crime, whichever s preater.

patice was completed with the auppart of Arab Regorers for &

eatigative Jourzalam (AR

* DON'T LET YOUR PEOPLE DISAPPEAR

~«.“¢nl“ . N ﬁz.

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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IN CONTRAST, LOOK AT HOW MANY QUOTES FROM PEOPLE ARE IN THIS STORY:

Midnight in an Istanbul park: Syrian children play
in the shadow of war

f W & in ==

Echoes of brutal 6-year conflict never seem far away

& Julian Sher - CBC News - Posted: Jul 20, 2017 5:00 AM ET | Last Updated: July 20, 2017

Read full article: http://tinyurl.com/yaebxffw

LOOK AT HOW MANY QUOTES FROM PEOPLE ARE IN THIS STORY:
[The Yellow Highlights When Real People are Talking:]

(1 oa8adall (oAl Siuadis Losis 7tud o ydo¥ | Jullaill

Midaight in aa Istanbul park: Syrian children play in the shadow of war

the sz, 3md cight-yesr-old Kais is scootin

Fthe Beutal xx-year conflict

he's scrclling Srocgh photos of

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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Your characters have to go on a journe:

v' They struggle
They win, they lose...
They discover ...

AN

I other words - they grow and change
> s D ehleasd cadi Ol cow
v 5L e
Vi 348
v 3LiS)|

V ks pSG ) as ]

Characters need to change on that journey
(even if you have to “recreate” that change)

If they are dead, bring them back alive

If they are angry, go back to when they were happy

If they are beaten, go back to when they had hope

If they did something bad, go back to when they were_good.

NURVRNEN

lla\,ﬂdlﬁ@&l,ym&]lxgﬂuae .
)oaicill 138 " BLA Sulef" o] cyyslaci) ol oia( o

Valall o) aauel (nise

V lan Lo 1508 30185801 ] se cppudle (55 1)
Vol b o] OIS 301855801 ] s oyl a3 13)
V o L 15318 o1 83800 o] e e g

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 16
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The 4 C’s:

Cs daa

1 »: Character
Luad il »
The protagonist
Judl »
2 »:Context
Qlaeadl »
What you need to know / Why you should care
48,25 () e ‘“5.3.1 I Lo
g o s 13U
3 »: Conflict
glyadl »
The guts of the story
Ll ol »
4 »: Conclusion
LaMAT »
What happens next ... /the lessons learned
Bay Juanpn gill Lo
Saldicalf (pugyall

FIFTH ESTATE | Syrian photographer hopes exposé of
'slaughter’ will help build case against Assad regime

The fO"Ong story contains graphlc Images and content
By Lisa Mayor, Gillian Findlay, CBC News Posted: Sep 28, 2017 5:00 PM ET | Last Updated: Sep 28, 2017 5:46 PM ET

Read the full article: http://tinyurl.com/yabmdz5z

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training

19-02-27
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MAZAN’S JOURNEY : A SYRIAN SURVIVOR
QJ‘LG AL’-J
S gU

Watch the full video from CBC TV: http://tinyurl.com/y9xlu3hh

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 18
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Mazan and The 4 C’s:
o d2a Y1 9 (ke

» Character
daaddll »

An idealistic fighter for democracy
bl il Jal s o llie cylas >
» Context
bl »

Repression — hopes dashed

JLa¥l aaxi — zadll
» Conflict
glyadl »

Torture victim, a witness and
a broken
BEWECTRV.IF T RUVRE S FEVS-h

» Conclusion

LaMA »
Hope the world will care...
He keeps fighting

alladl g o) (o oY1

gloall ol satuaa

TIP # 2: FIND YOUR FOCUS
7S bk de 12 03, doepad|

WHAT IS GOING TO
OUTRAGE PEOPLE?
Gdia (4 (Sas (s Lo

g sl

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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WHAT IS A FOCUS:
. - * Asimple, single declarative statement a five-
J:‘SJ"'” ‘Q-Q La year old can understand

¢ Action/reaction. Cause and effect. Conflict.
Drama

* Human beings on both sides of the equation

9 9 Jades (5 el Ol
8 b dagda (1 (San
el (o duwal A
g acall  Jad oy /J2dll o
Lalyadl .& [ padl
oole A il Glaadlill o
Walal| odybo

KEEP SHARPENING YOUR FOCUS
AS YOU DIG INTO YOU STORY:
hoad S Cdasi LalS” 1572l dolyj

¢ Mafiain Canada

* Mafia in Canada flourishing

* Mafia in Canada flourishing because???

* Mafia mobster Carmelo Bruzzese lives free in
Toronto because Canadian and Italian police
not cooperating and we have no anti-Mafia
laws

| od LslLl e

S o8 Ll Hlag)yl e

99 a0y i od Lsll) e
piiad 00952 9941 Ldla -
doyeill (Y 9339, 93 (08 Ay
(Lais Y dallla YTy daisl
LaSLLS e (sl 98 Ll panly

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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HERE IS THE RESULT:

M THE STAR K

News - World

Carmelo Bruzzese: wanted in
Italy, in legal limbo here

By JULIAN SHER, ROB CRIBB AND PETER EDWARDS Toronto Star
lWed., Oct. 3, 2012

w X -e-

[The name Carmelo Bruzzese conjures two very different narratives.

[The slight, white-haired 62-year-old is a husband, father and doting grandfather who, by
some accounts, leads a quiet life in Woodbridge, where he’s frequently spotted socializing
lat a popular Italian restaurant.

While his children have been touched by crackdowmns against
the Mafia, he has faced no charges here and Canadian
authorities give no indication of any wrongdoing.

The portrait of a very different Carmelo Bruzzese emerges
from interviews with Italian authorities, police wiretaps and
pProsecution documents.

Omne Italian judge said in a court ruling Bruzzese was “deeply
embedded in Canadian and Italian organized crime.™

Read full article: : http://tinyurl.com/y9p7upv2

SHARPENING YOUR FOCUS
AS YOU DIG INTO YOU STORY:
hinad S Cdord LalS" I 1S 5 dolyj

e Child sex tourism

*  Canadian child sex

tourists flock to Cuba

e Convicted pedophile James McTurk repeatedly travels
to Cuba to abuse children because Canada does not
track its sex offenders and the Cuban government
ignores the problem

Jma%uwhaél_u .
> JTJL«LYI

Olaks e u‘m Lews
L 35 ‘,ﬁ’ij&wl muf 3ebeuly
Yld—\sui bbs-e e
Mlmﬂlugs;ilﬁm

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 21
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HERE IS THE RESULT:

News - World HTHE STARK

Toronto sex offender could be

first Canadian convicted of child

sex tourism in Cuba fy \
7 /6.)\ AR

L

James McTurk is 78. He has wispy white hair and glasses, and
speaks with a soft Scottish accent. He lives on a pension — and
in a jail cell.

S

The Toronto man has been convicted twice on child pornography charges, and his legal
troubles have just intensified: McTurk could become the first person in Canada to be
convicted of child sex tourism for abusing children in Cuba.

He is now one of a very small group of Canadian men to face charges for the crime of child
sex tourism. Only five are known to have been convicted.

Read full article: http://tinyurl.com/y9p7upv2

A GOOD FOCUS IN A RAPE STORY FROM EGYPT: x? Il

Legalized Marital Rape!

Cairo, Egypt, Jan. 29,2017 (Aswat Masrya) — Arguments went loud in the thick of the night at the

home of Zaynab in Al Khusus city, Qalyubia Governorate. Egypt. The neighbors didn’t think much of
this; they had gotten used to the nightly kerfuffle between Zaynab, 32, and her husband Ahmad, 36.

The sounds quickly went mute after the arguments intensified. But this time, the end of this argument
was different. Zaynab left her house in the late hours of the night to her brother’'s. The next morning,
police found Zaynab's husband dead.

During her questioning at Al Khusus police department, Zaynab confessed to hitting her husband with
a broom on the head during their angry argument. She said she was fed up with her husband's
constant attempts to force her to have sex while he was under the effect of narcotics.

The police released their report Ref: 3398/ July 2016. The husband lost his life and she was put

behind bars awaiting trial on charges of intentional murder.

Zaynab knows that her husband's act is not punishable by law if the husband is g anal
,ﬁ ©on his wife, which Egypt's Penal code 269 considers to be a violation of honor given that the.
o

rensic evidence to prove the anal penetration occurred. ! !

When Zaynab complained to her family about her husband’s abuse she got scolded. To them,
Zaynab's husband had the right to do whatever he wanted with her because it is justifiable by norms,
traditions and religion. The tragic end of her marriage is only the tip of the iceberg in a mountain of

suffering of many other women like Zaynab. This investigation documents of tens of n
who all underwent the same suffering.

\READ ENGLISH VERSION: http://tinyurl.com/y8506mkc

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 22
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: http://tinyurl.com/y9tcquov
\READ ARABIC VERSION: http://ti | /y9 W,

A GOOD FOCUS IN AN EDUCATION STORY FROM KUWAIT:

Qcaunaion =

JAT gl ] ghgdin” ulo
ygdll deoly o dllaall ligo
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READ ARABIC VERSION: http://tinyurl.com/y9tcquov
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Cheated education: Research papers for sale at Kuwait

University

2017/11/2

By Aisha al-Jiyyar

Kuwait (Al-Qabas)—Hundreds of students at the University of Kuwait are buying research papers
from student service centers operating near the campus, journalist Aisha al-Jiyyar found. while

university regulations don’t mention plagiarism.

However, over a six-month investigation, al-Jiyyar found that four out of 10 of
these centers were selling research papers to students for sums ranging from
USS$50-66 (15 to 20 Kuwaiti dinars ). In a poll of 222 students from five colleges at
the university—where some 37,000 study—one-third admitted buying papers.
Professors may have a hard time detecting plagiarized or bought research papers,
but several al-Jiyyar talked to said they had found students turning in work not
their own. With no set guidelines about punishment for plagiarism, professors are
left to deal with cheaters as they wish. Some professors interviewed had changed
the process for completing academic research in their classes in order to deter
would-be plagiarists.

READ THE ENGLISH VERSION: http://tinyurl.com/yawdxrkr
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READ ARABIC VERSION : http://tinyurl.com/yc2xaufs
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#3: TIPS FOR BETTER WRITING

st Blis I Jai (e il

* SHOW, DON'T TELL
* GIVE CLEAR TURN SIGNALS

Saadi Yy oyl o
Ty IS 599 ol 599 (o JLEEAY I aS ¢

This is telling, not showing:
“They were outraged”

“The people felt sorrow”
“Many were angry”

P (padg Wpeu 13D
n ML& Leslsll

"nme-o lb. wm' M"
n e« . b & - “&Sllll

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 25
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Write for all five senses

=7

SIGHT

HEARING

TOUCH

FIVE
SENSES

ARI) Life on Hold

Manama, Bahrain, July 2015 -
Islam Alzeny

Standing amidst scores of lawyers at The Supreme Court of Appeal (Ja'afari Directorate) F.A, 28, waited
for her turn as drops of sweat ran down her face.

The heat of the sun drained her, but more so was her daily frustration as her divorce court case, filed in
2012, keeps getting postponed.

Her case is similar to thousands of women in Bahrain who are unable to plan their future or that of their
children’s because of lengthy complicated procedures at these courts, following the Ja’afari law named
after the sixth Shi'ite Imam Ja’afar Al-Sadiq and organizing marriage, divorce, custody and alimony.
“I've been attending those court sessions since 2012. It's been two years of living torture; my husband
beats me profusely to the point of losing my consciousness. He is impossible to live with, not even for
one day. Despite all that, | will keep fighting to the end”.

READ THE ENGLISH VERSION: https://en.arij.net/report/life-on-hold

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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READ THE FULL STORY: http://tinyurl.com/yastmuxa
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ALk

B v 0 W

These houses are exceptionally clean and neat despite the
signs of poverty which are clearly visible on the walls and
furniture. The ragged chairs and shaved off wallpaper
hanging down on the window shutters; do not hold back the
women in charge of the house to give cleanliness special
care, and sometimes overdoing it. The smell of homemade
soap coming from the laundry lines in Alaa’s house, the
aroma of incense which throws away grudge and flies, and
even their light perfumes inside the house, cast off any
doubt that the house might in any way not be clean.

READ THE ENGLISH VERSION:http://tinyurl.com/ybyaStne

*? Il Breathing Cement Dust
h‘;‘_ ‘ ; 1

A

=

By Saqgr Al-Sneidi
Sana’a, Yemen (Al-Thawra), February 2015 —

Abdul Qader al-Salawi, a 54-year-old employee at the Amran Cement Factory, tries to
stifle his continuous cough to avoid waking up his eight children who share a four-
room house.

He soon realizes that his efforts are unsuccessful as he hears the approaching
footsteps of his daughter, Shafiqa, who hands him a glass of water to calm him down.
The next morning, no one talks about last night’s routine episode. But Salawi’s eyes
seem apologetic as he prepares for the one-km walk, to join 1,500 workers in this
factory.

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 28
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TRY THESE EXAMPLES ...
REWRITE THESE SENTENCES
SO THAT YOU ARE SHOWING
THE STORY, NOT TELLING:

* The people is the town were nervous that another
suicide bomber might strike the busy market.”

* “She was so happy when she learned that despite
her family’s objections she had been accepted into
the university’s law school.”

* “His mother was frightened when she learned he
had been taken by the security forces.”

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 29
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Hand Signals are Important!

dagn dJl OS] a5

Please Notice This

Tunisia's Silent Killer: Hospital-
acquired Infections

6 December 2012

"Hospitalization: "Hospital epidemic

?But what are these medical complications that take the form of the epidemic in terms of frequency and strength of influence? Why not talk about it

[The patient is hospitalized at 48 hours after hospitalization (less than that period can not be considered hospitalization). These deviations result from the presence of
hntibiotic-resistant bacteria that thrive in health-care settings and can be attached to medical, terrestrial, air, clothing and hospital staff or even to patients themselves.
ction Is transmitted from one person to another or through a medical team that is transformed into a vector of bacteria. Although the man is constantly surrounded by

.machetes, his entry into the hospital reduces his immunity to some germs dangerous for him

use of antibi

is the origin of the disease

Awareness of the danger of medical hospitalization at the global level is almost 30 years old. But the problem has spread in recent years as a result of the excessive
use of chemicals and antibiotics in agriculture and livestock, "which contributes to the change in the composition of bacteria and make them more resistant to these
-antibiotics," explains Dr. Ali Sharif, head of anesthesia and intensive care in the hospital of the Association in the capital

his situation is pushing "the world's pharmaceutical factories to supply the markets with stronger antibiotics.” Moreover, the repeated these drugs and ease Tunisian user

get them in pharmacies recipes leads to intensive consumption and increases the ability of bacteria to resist. So criticizes the general practitioner Sami Allagui “the ease
with which the user can get antibiotics because pharmacies sell them freely.

"You will not find something similar in France, for example, where it is forbidden to sell it
without a prescription,” he says
The Rule of Silence
But the worst is the patient suffering from rot or even death without knowing he or his family the truth of what happened, because no one cost himself the hardship of
Jinforming them in many cases
Durra tells us the story of her father, who underwent surgery because of a fracture of the femur: "He was suffering from weeks of complications and was constantly
hesitating at the clinic without understanding what he was suffering. We, his family, tried to move him to another clinic in the hope that his condition would improve, but to
no avail. Throughout this period he was receiving strong antibiotics. We leamed by accident that he suffers from a rot of the hospital was injured after the surgery, after |
saw the analysis of my cousin the doctor ... Unfortunately, he ended his death
Why this silence? Is it a kind of solidarity between doctors? Is the fear of private clinics on its reputation in particular, and that in the case of a person has a rot, the
Zhealth institution is the first to take responsibility
.Yes all of that. But nothing justifies not providing transparent information to the patient. That is his legitimate right
Pay for the mistakes of others

Not only do some hospitals not tell their patients about the fact that they have rot, but they also have to pay extra for the extended period of treatment at the health
facility and the use of expensive antibiotics

RFAD THF ENGIISH VFRSION: httn://tinvurl com/v7rhzh6h

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 30
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READ FULL STORY: http://tinyurl.com/y8I79j5s

Different kinds of turn signals:

e Building:
* |In addition ...

Please Notice This

* Another problem...
* Changing position or place:

* But for some/ But others say...
* Meanwhile, back at ...

* Timing:

* Itall began.... [Flashback]

* |Inthe end...

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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MORE SUBTLE WAYS TO MAKE TURNS THROUGH “CONNECTIVE WRITING”

Midnight in an Istanbul park: Syrian children play
in the shadow of war

f w7 =3 i n D<)

Echoes of brutal 6-year conflict never seem far away

& Julian Sher - CBC News - Posted: Jul 20, 2017 5:00 AM ET | Last Updated: July 20, 2017
N

- AN

"So now the children play here and plenty of Turkish children have joined them."

In between the peals of laughter and the occasional bike collision, the echoes of the brutal six-
year conflict never seem far away.

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 32
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Jawad Muna, editor-in-chief of Souriatna, stands in front of photos of children whose stories his paper has
chronicled. (Julian Sher/CBC)

"Because our anthem sings of the military — and the military is killing the people,” Muna told his
son.

When he is not taking care of his son, Muna works in a cramped second-floor office not far from
the park as editor-in-chief of Souriatna, one of several opposition papers that have flourished in
Istanbul.

In TV, use all three tools
you have to make the “turn” in TV:

* YOUR WORDS

* YOUR VISUALS

* YOUR SOUND

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 33
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Tip #4: Start writing right away

Don’t wait for all your
research to be over

* I.n'»y

Lo (gdad
Yals

The 1intrepid reporter

Joawzd! Jwl ypdl

The 1interpretive story-
teller

Jwdad ! Bpdd! sl

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 34



Investigative StoryTelling (c)Julian S
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|.de| |3
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Being the intrepid reporter

ssmaadl Jual 41 (955 0

TAKES 90% OF OUR TIME
< %90 JAL

WE SPEND ONLY 10% OF OUR TIME

Being the interpretive story-teller

O pnsdo b 319y (950 ()

Hollywood stories:
135 5 42 oD

We do months of research
BYRS:) JUPNIY PERPPY

But only days of writing
1odd gLyl i Liislg

Hollywood wraps 60-70 days of
shooting

‘)f »II“*I é ~ o -~
70 11 60 sgsilsn o
A

But spends a year in editing
ple O 9da Ot (03
Badaillg

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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RESEARCH WRITING
f.’acudl f-'_)a' 3&,”0&];“

The 1intrepid
reporter

Jowzd! Jw!l ypd!

The 1interpretive
story-teller

Jwdad !l Bpdd! sl

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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<yl gad LIS (9 gew el aaa 4Y
dadll ...

Not just the research holes

g LA &l gad anls

TIP #5: STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE

dandf daaadl daaall :5 a3 dauanll

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 37
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A BAD STRUCTURE WILL KILL A GREAT STORY
3 Fiday dhacy dasy eh&:\.wl Ol

GET RID OF THE CLUTTER:

3 KEY ELEMENTS OF GOOD STRUCTURE
Basadl Al duculea] yolic 31 ouds gl (38 GalAIL ad

A STORY ARC THAT HAS A BEGINNING, MIDDLE AND END
THE NUT GRAF with a CLEAR FOCUS
YOUR STORY IS CLEAR AND FOLLOWS A CHRONOLOGY

BBy o e g dedds kil O SG OF ©
o e By pa5 8 0 ol 0S5 OF

/ oy 2S5
| oo i g Aol g hnaB 0 ST OF @
Lore | o)

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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THE BEST OPENING STRUCTURE
Loadall JeadiJl Ll

LEDE — OPENING SCENE THAT GRABS YOU

* THEN OFTEN A QUOTE OR DETAIL THAT BUILDS THE TENSION

* THEN IN 3R AND 4™ GRAF YOUR NUT GRAF (SUMMARY PARAGRAPH)
THAT GIVES THE GUTS OF YOUR STORY

* LEDE — &Juiy sl onliisy | agl
ebilinc wi Tusd U 163V of Juenlitl) Lasay »

T g 1y T 05,301 Lasay o
Muaﬁa@_‘]b;hm&l Laa‘)r.\gl LA.AA.LQ

DRAMATIC OPENINGS:

dalyull olbaaLiisy)

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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\l\

Opening scenes ...“They had not planned on beheading her.”

Lual5i8Y | aalall

Loy el fghbaz, oI,

They had not planned on beheading her.

But Cynthia Garcia needed to be taught a lesson. The forty-
four-year-old single mother of six had committed  fatal error.
Nobody disrespects the Hells Angels, especially i their own club-
house. In their minds, ‘the stupid bitch” deserved to die.

It was a cool fall Thursday night in Mesa, Arizona, in October
2001. Ten bikers had just returned to the Hells Angels clubhouse
after one of their favourite drinking holes shut down at 1:30 AM.
But the boys were still hungry for some action.

SEE MORE ON BOOK: http://tinyurl.com/d4qg8sx

INSIDE THE POLICE HUNT
T0 RESCUE CHILDREN
FROM ONLINE PREDATORS

5

JOHN KERRY

PRI

”"The cage was not big”

T il S

he cage was not big, even if it had been for a dog. For a small six-

year-old, it was cramped. The gitl, though, was used to it.
Shivering—more from fear than from cold—she crouched in her pen.

She was naked, except for a small orange wristband on her right
arm. Her soft brown hair fell over her shoulders. On her face, no tears
ran down her cheeks.

The man did unspeakable things to her, hurting her, touching her,
penetrating her private parts. And then took digital pictures, movies.
All the time.

Click. The camera catches her peering through the bars.

Click. Another shot shows her sprawled on a bed, naked.

Click. She grasps a hunting knife far too large for her tiny hand, its
blade touching her skin. Scrawled across her chest, the words scream
out: “Cut me. Hurt me.”

SEE MORE ON BOOK: http://tinyurl.com/y8jIn8zw

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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“The Nut Graf”:
The Summary Paragraph

LAl 3,83
I love nut grafs!

>> TELL ME WHAT THE STORY IS ABOUT
>> TELL ME WHY | SHOULD CARE

>> |T’S THE FOCUS OF YOUR STORY

Ladll &aatl lae (o5,0A5 >>
aial o o AU (3,85 >>
cfiad 4 gl il Sl ga >>

CBC INVESTIGATES | Trudeau's chief fundraiser linked to
Cayman Islands tax scheme

Massive offshore leak reveals secrets of Stephen Bronfman's company

In the early summer of 2015, Justin Trudeau was the star attraction at a
private fundraiser in Montreal hosted by philanthropist and

financier Stephen Bronfman.

Bronfman, an heir to the Seagram family fortune and a close
family friend, was revenue chair of the Liberal Party. That da
to news reports, the two men raised $250,000 in under two

Within weeks, the Liberals would launch their federal electj
sweeping to power on a "Real Change” platform that focu
middle class and a promise to tax the rich.

"Our government has long known — indeed, we got a
promise to make sure that people were paying their f taxes,
Trudeau said shortly after his election victory. "Tax avo vasion

is something we take very seriously.”

But an investigation by the CBC, Radio-Canada and the Toronto Star has
found that Bronfman and his Montreal-based investment company,
Claridge Inc., were key players linked to a $60-million US offshore trust in
the Cayman Islands that may have cost Canadians millions in unpaid
taxes.

READ FULL STORY: http://tinyurl.com/y9jqt86w

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 41
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CBC INVESTIGATES | Trudeau's chief fundraiser linked to
Cayman Islands tax scheme

Massive offshore leak reveals secrets of Stephen Bronfman's company
By Harvey Cashore, Chelsea Gomez, Gillian Findlay, CBC News Posted: Nov 05, 2017 1:00 PM ET | Last Updated: Nov 07, 2017 11:55 AM ET

THE NUT GRAF:

But an investigation by the CBC has found that Bronfman and his Montreal-
based investment company, Claridge Inc., were key players linked to a $60-
million US offshore trust in the Cayman Islands that may have cost Canadians

millions in unpaid taxes.
: el 8 a4l
sy O ey g o o 40 Ui S
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Legalized Marital Rape! !? I '

Cairo, Egypt, Jan. 29,2017 (Aswat Masrya) — Arguments went loud in the thick of the night at the
home of Zaynab in Al Khusus city, Qalyubia Governorate, Egypt. The neighbors didn’t think much of
this: they had gotten used to the nightly kerfuffle between Zaynab, 32, and her husband Ahmad, 36.

The sounds quickly went mute after the arguments intensified. But this time, the end of this argument
was different. Zaynab left her house in the late hours of the night to her brother’'s. The next morning,

police found Zaynab's husband dead.

During her questioning at Al Khusus police department, Zaynab confessed to hitting her husband with
a broom on the head during their angry argument. She said she was fed up with her husband’s
constant attempts to force her to have sex while he was under the effect of narcotics.

The police released their report Ref: 3398/ July 2016. The husband lost his life and she was put
behind bars awaiting trial on charges of intentional murder.

(aynab knows that her husband'’s act is not punishable by labwv except if the husband is forcing anal
sex on his wife, which Egypt's Penal code 269 considers to be a violation of honor given that there is
forensic evidence to prove the anal penetration occurred.

When Zaynab complained to her family about her husband’s abuse she got scolded. To them,
Zaynab’s husband had the right to do whatever he wanted with her because it is justifiable by norms,
traditions and religion. The tragic end of her marriage is only the tip of the iceberg in a mountain of

suffering of many other women like Zaynab. This investigation documents cases of tens of women

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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Cheated education: Research papers for sale at Kuwait

University

2017/11/2

By Aisha al-Jiyyar

Kuwait (Al-Qabas)—Hundreds of students at the University of Kuwait are buying research papers
from student service centers operating near the campus, journalist Aisha al-Jiyyar found, while
university regulations don’'t mention plagiarism.

However, over a six-month investigation, al-Jiyyar found that four out of 10 of
these centers were selling research papers to students for sums ranging from
USS$50-66 (15 to 20 Kuwaiti dinars ). In a poll of 222 students from five colleges at
the university—where some 37,000 study—one-third admitted buying papers.
Professors may have a hard time detecting plagiarized or bought research papers,
but several al-Jiyyar talked to said they had found students turning in work not
their own. With no set guidelines about punishment for plagiarism, professors are
left to deal with cheaters as they wish. Some professors interviewed had changed
the process for completing academic research in their classes in order to deter
would-be plagiarists.
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READ FULL STORY: http://tinyurl.com/y9tcquov
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER
INTO A DRAMATIC STRUCTURE:

ro=alyadl eland) (o8 Lao ld S ad
> YOUR OPENING
> YOUR NUT GRAF

> YOUR FOCUS
> YOUR CHARACTER’S JOURNEY

»>dosdl |

»aaldl

> sy

> daad il Lgs o 985 odill dday I

THE STORY ARC:

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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OPENING:
MEET YOUR

o

D pazll i

Sled!

CHARACTER

CLIMAX
Al By 3

DENOUEMENT:
CoNcLUSION

NUT GRAF 50| AU

CONTEXT

OPENING

CLIMAX

FINAL TWIST

DENOUEMENT
A\

Once you get going, stick to chronology unless you are bold
enough to try some flourishes
(foreshadowing, flashbacks, reverse timeline)

RS s s L S5 o e ol ol el T OF 5,
pAEl an By )
(S oy a3 (bl Sl S5 (Ol )

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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The Chronology of a Journey

dasll pia3ll Jalosl

/-

TITANIC

L.J ! B

* Remember - Your Characters are on a journey
>y b haad Olasni Ol - SA5 °
v If they are dead, bring them back alive
v’ If they angry, go back to when they were happy
v' If they are beaten, go back to when they had hope

Vsl gads) (Dl 1505130
V i L 108 )52 ) de copeole 15308713
VLT L e O 5,20 ) s i el | a5 13)

DENOUEMENT
s\

OPENI

c.x

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 47
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CLIMAX
3 9ydd

FINAL TWIST

DENOUEMENT
s

NUT GRAF
el

TIMING YOUR CLIMAX: It's called
‘RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK” FOR A REASON*...

s i o lAd) Aadll 8953 Caad gd
e ® Caead 30 9841 | dandiall 9uilB«

Not: “Finders of the Lost Ark”

Dol
das8dll ndull e oy ia ]

*HINT: They find the Ark in the last few

minutes...
3560l o8 Ladeadl [gung irals
...... 5 A Y|

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 48
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Block out each scene ... and keep moving then
around until the structure makes sense

g

E-a:
r <

Tuse Sticky Notes to plot out my scenes

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training 49
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To Sum up — The Art of Investigative Story-Telling:

“#1: CHARACTERS ARE KEY:
> THEY MUST GO ON A JOURNEY
> THE "FOUR Cs”
v’ #2: FOCUS, FOCUS, FOCUS
v #3: TIPS FOR BETTER WRITING:
- Focus
- Show Don’t Tell
- Make Clear Turns
v’ #4: START WRITING WHILE YOU RESEARCH
v #5: STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE
- Opening
- The Nut Graf
- Chronology and The Journey

T

To Sum up — The Art of Investigative Story-Telling:

V4
#1: CHARACTERS ARE KEY:
> THEY MUST GO ON A JOURNEY
> THE "FOUR Cs”
v’ #2: FOCUS, FOCUS, FOCUS
v #3: TIPS FOR BETTER WRITING:
- Focus
- Show Don’t Tell
- Make Clear Turns
v’ #4: START WRITING WHILE YOU RESEARCH
v #5: STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE, STRUCTURE
- Opening
- The Nut Graf
- Chronology and The Journey
v #6: REMEMBER HOW DIGITAL IS DIFFERENT

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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Download versions of this presentation:
www.juliansher.com/training

Julian Sher

nvestigative journalist, author and trainer

‘ollow Julian Sher on Facebook and Twitter

Mastering the Web as

Contact Julian Sher to get training in your newsroom for any of these courses:

Interviewing skills

Organizing Complex

an Investigative Tool

DOWNLOAD PDF HANDOUTS

DOWNLOAD PDF HANDOUTS HERE:

) take on your targets .
www juflnsher com :7’ i
ﬁ? With Julian Sher out complex
+5c00ps are reported, 4 wwyjuliansher.com 'investigations
but storles are told ‘;“m;:mmh;fm ! e

How to carry

How to organize a months-long

Story-Telling:
Writing the investigative Story
i Click here for some

4t The Art of MASTERING - helpful web sites
[ Investigative THE INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW: [
— 9 . Questioning the way you ‘ &

Story-Telling

Mlan St

investigation?

HERE:

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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Contact Julian Sher

sd Ol o 2o Jual gill

" 647-633-6943
ssher.julian@gmail.com

= www.juliansher.com

For more, see www.juliansher.com/training
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