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WRITING FOR TELEVISION
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Start writing right away
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Don’t wait for all your research to be over
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Because then you will d1scover‘ the story holes .. Not just the research holes
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When you are taking the viewer on a busy, rushed journey turn signals are important!
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After you have finished your script, go back and cut out as many words as you can
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WRITE TO THE PICTURES, NOT ABOUT THE PICTURES
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THE BEST WAY TO WRITE TO PICTURES...
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* .. ISTO EDIT THE PICTURES FIRST
*  HAVE YOUR CAMERAMAN/EDITOR DO A ROUGH ASSEMBLY/TIMELINE OF THE BEST SCENES
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Writing for television
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*  THE WORST: WRITING ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE PICTURES (USING THE PICTURES AS WALLPAPER
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Writing for television
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* THE TYPICAL LAZY WAY: DESCRIBING WHAT THE VIEWER CAN ALREADY SEE AND DOESN'T NEED YOUR WORDS
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Writing for television
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* THE GOAL: WRITE TO THE PICTURES, NOT ABOUT THE PICTURES. STRENGTHEN THE PICTURES BY ADDING TO THEM WITH EMOTION, TENSION, POETRY...

56all ol Leicy b ) guall danal (i€ Canglle
c})ﬂ\/u.uw\ ch_\_um]\ JNAUA}SJ};A;H
AU sl

(c)www.juliansher.com

11

Group Exercise: wmermoscres _ i
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Let’s look at some of your stories:
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S>> WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE WRITING £

>> HOW CAN WE CHANGE IT?
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