
The North Star 11/7/23

(c) See more at www.juliansher.com 1

THE NORTH STAR:

How Canada became a safe haven for Confederates …
and a staging ground for their war against Lincoln

www.juliansher.com/northstar
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I was a history student at 
McGill University … 1970s
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I come across a 
curious plaque 
in the middle of 
downtown 
Montreal
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Why is Canada honouring the 
leader of the slave South?

4



The North Star 11/7/23

(c) See more at www.juliansher.com 3

50 years … and 7 books later,
I found the answer to that question.

5

The Underground Railroad … 30,000 escaped 
slaves make it to Canada 
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“Deep in our history of struggle for 
freedom, Canada was the North Star. 
So standing today in Canada I am 
linked with the history of my people 
and its unity with your past.”

—Martin Luther King Jr., speaking in 
Toronto at the 1967 Massey Lectures, 
one year before his assassination.
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Montreal in the 1860s…
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The political map
of the 1860s
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Canada, like the rest of the British Empire, 
declares its “neutrality” in the Civil War

“Neutral”?  
Between a legitimate, democratically –elected government and an illegal 
secessionist republic based on slavery???
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“Neutrality” meant Canada would become
a safe haven for Confederates and a staging 
ground for their war against Lincoln
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Early 1864… the tide was turning 
against the slave Confederacy of 
the South
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CONFEDERATE PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS 
AND SECRETARY OF STATE JUDAH BENJAMIN

$1 MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR
 “SECRET SERVICES … IN 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES”
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Davis picks Jacob Thompson, 
a Washington veteran 
and loyal friend, to head 
the Confederate Secret Services 
in Canada
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JACOB THOMPSON’S BANK ACCOUNT …. TOTALLING $649,873.28 (the equivalent of more than $12 MILLION today)
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ONTARIO BANK IN MONTREAL                                                  HENRY STARNES, BANK PRESIDENT AND MAYOR
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DURING THE LINCOLN CONSPIRACY TRIALS, BANK OFFICALS TESTIFY ABOUT THEIR 
BUSINESS WITH THE CONFEDERATES:
“We can never tell. We never ask a man anything about that. A man doing business with us deposits what 
he likes; and we never ask any questions. He draws checks for what he likes; and we do not know what he 
is going to do with it.”
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WHAT DID THE CONFEDERATES DO WITH ALL 
THAT MONEY IN CANADA?
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Morgan’s Raiders

BENNETT YOUNG                          JOHN HEADLEY                              JOHN CASTLEMAN                     THOMAS HINES

19

NEW YORK ARSON ATTACK – NOVEMBER 1864
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John Headley is the mastermind

“There must be something dead in that valise,” one unsuspecting 
citizen quipped as Headley boarded a streetcar with a valise filled 
with ‘Greek fire’ that smelled like rotten eggs
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The Booth Brothers on stage at 
the Winter Garden theatre in  New York

Edwin would play Brutus, Junius would play Cassius, and John Wilkes would play Marc Antony:

“The evil that men do lives after them,
The good is oft interred with their bones.”
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Robert Cobb Kennedy is later arrested…

• Kennedy's execution on 25 March 1865 marked the last 
execution of a Confederate soldier by the United States 
government during the Civil War

“We only wanted to let the people of the North understand 
that there are two sides to war and that they can’t be rolling 
in wealth and comfort, while we in the South are bearing all 
the hardships and privations.”
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DR. LUKE BLACKBURN AND THE “YELLOW FEVER PLOT”
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BENNETT YOUNG LEADS THE RAID
 ON ST. ALBANS, OCTOBER 1864
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BENNETT YOUNG AND THE ST. ALBANS 
RAIDERS OUTSIDE THE MONTREAL JAIL

DEFENDED BY JOHN ABBOTT 
– DEAN OF MCGILL LAW SCHOOL
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BERNARD DEVLIN, CITY COUNCILLOR,
TRIES TO TAKE ON THE CONFEDERATES

“Great good or great 
evil will mark the result 
of this decision. Have 
we not . . . if not 
directly, indirectly 
aided, countenanced 
and sanctioned 
aggression upon the 
United States by the 
emissaries and agents 
sent here from the 
South for that 
purpose?” 
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POLICE CHIEF GUILLAUNE LAMOTHE JUDGE CHARLES COURSOL

BUT THE CONFEDREATES HAVE HIGH-LEVEL FRIENDS

30
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The elites in Canada lend support to the South

POLITICAL LEADERS…                              CHURCH  LEADERS…                               BUSINESS LEADERS…
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CANADA’S FIRST PRIME MINISTER 
JOHN A. MACDONALD

At the 1864 Charlottetown 
Confederation Conference, he spoke 
about “the gallant defence that is 
being made by the Southern 
Republic.”

“At this moment they have not 
much more than four millions [sic] 
of men… yet what a brave fight 
they have made.”

33

Thomas D’Arcy McGee    Alexander Galt   Georges Etienne Carter

MANY OTHER “FATHERS OF CONFEDERATION” 
SHOWED THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE SOUTH
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JOHN ABBOTT, THE LAWYER FOR THE ST. ALBAN’S RAIDERS 
BECAME CANADA’S THIRD PRIME MINISTER JOHN ABBOTT
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La Minerve had no shame in praising the 
Confederacy for fielding one of “the most 
intelligent armies we have known in 
America.” 

Niagara Review denounced Lincoln as a 
“mad, blood-stained despot at Washington.” 

Most newspapers were anti-Lincoln
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“All white men, who are planters, 
are necessarily slave-owners, and 
of course, interested in the 
preservation of their lives and 
property.” 

Another commentator wondered 
if “the blacks be permitted to rise 
and massacre their masters and 
their families.”

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION: 
“The proclamation will be little more than an indecent exposure of Lincoln’s rage 
and fiendishness.” 
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English and 
French Catholic 
Church 
opposed Lincoln
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ARCHBISHOP THOMAS CONNOLLY

Connolly, met frequently with Confederate leaders and sent 
out a letter to his followers notifying them that the slave 
South had “a cause that commands the respect and 
sympathy of the world” and therefore worthy of “the 
attention and kindly services of every Catholic Bishop 
and Priest and layman.”

39

Toronto Aristocrat George Taylor Denison III

40



The North Star 11/7/23

(c) See more at www.juliansher.com 21

George Taylor Denison III

Jefferson Davis

Robert E. Lee

Jubal Early

41

THE ELITES TENDED TO SUPPORT THE SOUTH…
BUT ORDINARY CANADIANS BACKED THE UNION
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Lieutenant  Edward P. Doherty
was one of many Canadians who fought for Lincoln

As many as 5 to 10 percent of some regiments in Maine, 
Massachusetts and Michigan were francophones.

The Canadians fought valiantly: at least twenty-nine earned 
Medals of Honour; five of them became Union generals.

And many paid the ultimate price for valour: an estimated 
5,000 to 7,000 died. 

An estimated 30,000 to 50,000 English and French Canadians 
enlisted in the Civil War—overwhelmingly on the Union side. 
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DR ALEXANDER AUGUSTA                     DR. ANDERSON ABBOTT

THE PIONEERING BLACK DOCTORS
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“It was not a war for 
white men or black 
men, red men or 
yellow men… It was 
a war for humanity.” 

“When 30,000 of 
them left their homes 
and went forward to 
fight … thousands of 
our comrades poured 
out their blood upon 
the battlefield as a 
libation upon the 
altar of freedom.”
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THEY CRASH A PARTY AT 
THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
MEET LINCOLN IN 1865
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EMMA EDMONDS… one of the most famous women in the Union Army

“But the great 
question to be 
decided was:
What can I do? 
What part am I to act 
in this great drama?” 

“It is true, I was not an 
American--I was not obliged 
to remain here during
this terrible strife--I could 
return to my native land.”

49
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So the American Civil War 
divided Canada as much as it did the U.S.

Canada played a dark role as a staging ground for terror attacks – bank raids, bio-
terrorism, arson, piracy on the Great Lakes  – and ultimately, an assassin

51

The war drags on into 1864, the South is losing…

 

… Canada and Montreal become hotbeds of 
Confederate conspiracies…
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Amd who shows up in Montreal 
in the fall of 1864?

JOHN WILKES BOOTH

53

LIKE ALL OTHER CONFEDERATES, 
HE COMES TO MONTREAL’S 
ST. LAWRENCE HALL
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BOOTH’S SIGNATURE AT HOTEL, OCTOBER 18  1864
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ONTARIO BANK IN MONTREAL                                                  HENRY STARNES, BANK PRESIDENT AND MAYOR

57

BANK DRAFT GIVEN TO BOOTH, WORTH ABOUT $300,  FOUND ON HIS BODY
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DOOLEY’S BAR     

“it made damned little difference, head or tail, Abe’s contract 
was nearly up.” 

59

“It made damned little difference, head 
or tail, Abe’s contract was nearly up.” 
“Whether re-elected or not, he would 
get his goose cooked.” 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE: 
Talked about “the great loss which the South sustains in his 
death.” The paper reminded its readers that it had questioned “the 
justifiableness of the war itself” and feared that if vengeance took 
over, “the calamity which his assassination causes to the Southern 
States is great.” 

LONDON EXAMINER:
“It must be remembered that as atrocious as was Booth’s deed, it 
was literally justified by the facts ...The man he killed had 
murdered the Constitution of the United States.”

THE NIAGARA REVIEW :
denounced Lincoln as a “mad, blood- stained despot at 
Washington.

THE TORONTO LEADER :
“It should not be forgotten that [for] all such deeds there is some 
cause,” blaming Lincoln for the harsh treatment of “the oppressed 
people of the South.”
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MONTREALER EDWARD 
DOHERTY HEADS THE 
MILITARY REGIMENT 
TASKED WITH HUNTING 
DOWN THE ASSASSIN

63
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BANK DRAFT GIVEN TO BOOTH, WORTH ABOUT $300,  FOUND ON HIS BODY
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THE HANGING OF FOUR OF THE CONSPIRATORS…

… but one is still missing and on the run
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JOHN SURRATT

69

SURRATT WRITES THAT HE ADMIRES THE 
BEAUTIFUL WOMEN AND CHURCHES, 
SUCH AS NOTRE DAME BASILICA
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And the Catholic Church will hide him for months…

71

Saint-Liboire, Quebec… Then the Pope’s private army
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Jefferson Davis, defeated Confederate 
president, is jailed from 1865 to 1867

He gets bail in May, 1867 … and where does he flee?

73
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Davis cheered as a hero at Montreal’s Theatre Royal

75

JEFFERSON AND VARINA 
DAVIS IN MONTREAL 1867

“May peace and prosperity 
be forever the blessing of 
Canada, for she has been 
the asylum for many of my 
friends, as she is now an 
asylum to myself.” 
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THE  “LOST CAUSE”

Usually, the victors get to write the history…
But not in the case of the Civil War.
The Confederate cause continues to be whitewashed and glorified

77

Dr. Luke Blackburn…
The man behind the 
Yellow Fever Plot

Governor of Kentucky
1879-1883
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Bennett Young, 
the leader of the 
St. Albans raid…
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MAIN SPEAKER AT ARLINGTON CEMETERY 1914 TO 
COMMERATE A GIANT STATUE FOR CONFEDERATE 
SOLDIERS 
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The Montreal Gazette, November 24, 1959:

“Draped over the tombstone was a specially-
made Confederate flag,” the Gazette reported 
on its front page, with a large photo. 

The newspaper praised the ceremony in an 
editorial as “an act of gracious remembrance” 
for a family “sorely tried by the misfortunes 
of history.”
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Remember that plaque in Montreal?
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THE DAVIS PLAQUE GETS TAKEN DOWN AUGUST 2017
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“The past is never dead. It’s not even past”
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“The past is never dead. 
It’s not even past”

“History is not history 
unless it is the truth”
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www.juliansher.com/northstar

julian@sher.com
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http://www.juliansher.com/northstar

