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INTERVIEWING VICTIMS AND VULNERABLE GROUPS:

ةشھلا تائفلاو ایاحضلا ةلباقم :

1

When you interview victims or survivors of war, abuse, oppression

 نیجانلا وأ ایاحضلا عم تلاباقملا يف ىتح
فسعتلا وأ عمقلا وأ بورحلا نم

• You voluntarily give them the power and control -- but you still are the one who makes that decision

 نكل–ةرطیسلاو ةوقلاةیعاوط مھحنمت تنأ
ةلباقملا للاخ رارقلا ذختی نم تنأ ىقبت
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With victims, at times you relinquish control - -which you never do in other interviews – and give them the power to stop or not answer

 وھو-- ةمكحتملا ةھجلا ریغت تنأ ایاحضلل ةبسنلاب :ریبكلا قرافلا
تلاباقم يف اًدبأ ھلعفت لا ام
ةباجلإا مدع وأ فقوتلا ىلع ةردقلا مھحنمتف-ىرخأ

4

WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT TO GIVE VICTIMS OR SURVIVORS 
THIS POWER?

 ایاحضلا حنمً ادج مھملا نم اذامل
 ؟ةوقلا /ةطلسلا هذھ نیجانلاو
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BECAUSE BEING A VICTIM IS DEFINED BY NOT HAVING POWER OR AGENCY OVER YOUR LIFE…
YOU ARE RETURNING TO THEM THE POWER THEY HAVE BEEN DENIED

 كلمت لا كنأ ينعی ةیحض نوكت نأ ھنلأ
...كتایح ىلع ةرطیسلا وأ ةوقلا

اھنم اومرح يتلا ةوقلا مھیلإ دیعت تنأ

6

INTERVIEWING VICTIMS:GIVE THEM THE POWER…

...ةطلسلا مھحنما :ایاحضلا عم ةلباقملا يف
• “It’s up to you, if anything makes you uncomfortable or do you don’t want to talk about something, that’s up to you…”

 ثیدحلا درت مل وأ ءيش كجعزأ اذإ ،كیلإ دوعی رملأا
.دیرت امكف عوضوم نع
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INTERVIEWING VICTIMS AND VULNERABLE GROUPS:

ةشھلا تائفلاو ایاحضلا ةلباقم :

How to balance between not being emotionally involved and not caring about their suffering?

؟مھتاناعمب فافختسلاا نیبو مھعم اًیفطاع طروتلا مدع نیب نزاوت فیك

Acknowledge your uncomfortableness, your emotions

كرعاشمب فرتعت نأو كحایترا مدعب رقت نأ كیلع 

10

BE HONEST AND HUMBLE

ًایناسنإوً اقداص نك
• “These are painful and difficult questions, but I have to ask them ….”

•  يلع نكل ،ةبعصو ةملؤم ةلئسأ هذھ"
"...اھحرط
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• How you dress

كسبلام راتخت فيك•
• How you talk with your cameraperson

روصملا عم ىطاعتت فیك•

How you behave in the field is important

ریوصتلا عقوم يف ككولس ةیمھأ ام

12

People are not natural story-tellers, 
you have to guide them

مھھیجوت كیلع ،صصق ةاور اوسیل سانلا

Make them the stars of their own movies

ةصاخلا مھملافأ موجنمھلعجا
13
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WHEN YOU INTERVIEW VICTIMS: 

ASK OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS

TAKE THEM SLOWLY THROUGH THE EVENTS:

• TELL US WHAT HAPPENED THAT MORNING?

• THEN WHAT HAPPENED? WHAT DID YOU SEE?

• THEN WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? WHAT DID YOU SEE?

ةیحض لباقت امدنع
 ةحوتفم ةلئسأحرطا
:ثدحلا بلق ىلإ ءطبب مھقفار
؟حابصلا كاذ ثدح اذام انربخأ•

؟تیأر اذام ؟اھدعب ثدح اذام•
؟تدھاشاذام؟كلذ دعب ثدح اذام•
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The powerful lie and hide. 
The powerless may hide the truth for different reasons

.نوئبتخیو نوبذكی ءایوقلأا
ةفلتخم بابسلأ ةقیقحلا اوفخی نأ نكمی ءافعضلا

You can be probing without being intrusive

لفطتت نأ نود نمً اققحتم نوكت نأ كنكمی
15



Interviewing Victims - Arabic 2023 -Julian 
Sher

7/10/23

(c) www.juliansher.com/training 7

A mother was jailed and accused of killing her infant daughter

ةعیضرلا اھتنبا لتق ةمھتب ةأرما نجس 

                                           ةلفط ةافو يف اھمسا فیظنتل ةأرما لاضن :تبْراح دقل

We helped to prove that Brenda Waudby was innocent.  But she admitted she was a cocaine addict and had been a bad mother …

اھنأب تفرتعا اھنكل .يبداوادنارب ةءارب تابثلإ اندعَاس
                ...ةئیسً امأو نییاكوكلا ىلع ةنمدم تناك

Watch the full documentary https://vimeo.com/326023127

16

Question: CAN YOU SEE WHY THE POLICE WOULD SUSPECT YOU OF KILLING YOUR DAUGHTER BECAUSE YOU WERE A COCAINE ADDICT, YOU WERE A BAD MOTHER?

 كتنبا تلتق كنأ يف ةطرشلاكوكش ببس نیكردت لھ :لاؤس
؟ةئیس امًأ تنك ، نییاكوكلا ىلع ةنمدم تنك كنلأ

STILL, YOU CAN PUSH SOMEONE EVEN IF THEY ARE A VICTIM…

 ةیحض ناك ول ىتح ام صخش ىلع طغضلا كنكمی ً،اضیأ

17

https://vimeo.com/326023127
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The Three Types of Interviews

ةثلاثلا ةلباقملا عاونأ .

EMOTION               ةیفطاعلا

INFORMATION                  ةیتامولعملا

ACCOUNTABILITY              ةلءاسملا  

19

Too often your interviews and the clips you show of your protagonist are full of FACTS, not FEELINGS

 اھیرجت يتلا تلاباقملا نوكت نایحلأا نم ریثك يف
اھراتخت يتلا عطاقملاو

ةفطاعلاب لا ،عئاقولاب ةئیلم ةصقلا لطبل

TOO MUCH INFORMATION, 
NOT ENOUGH EMOTION

تامولعملا نم ریثكلا
ةفطاعلا نم لیلقلا

20



Interviewing Victims - Arabic 2023 -Julian 
Sher

7/10/23

(c) www.juliansher.com/training 9

70% EMOTION.                                                  20% INFORMATION                                           10% ACCOUNTABILITY

تامولعم %20 ةفطاع 70% ةلءاسم 10%        

Some interviews are mainly emotion, with some information
[usually your main character, the victim, the protagonist]

تامولعملا ضعب عمو يساسأ لكشب ةیفطاع تلاباقملا ضعب
]لطبلا ،ةّیحضلا ةیسیئرلا ةیصخشلا نوكت ام ةداع[
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GROUP EXERCISE: interviewing a victim

ةیحض عم ةلباقم ءارجإ :ةعومجملل نیرمت

• You arrive in a town in Ukraine that has just been liberated from the 
Russian troops

• There are reports of terrible atrocities

• You meet a person standing outside their home, crying

• They are willing to tell you what happened.

 ةیسورلا تاوقلا نم وتلل تررحت دق ایناركوأ يف ةدلب ىلإ لصت•
كانھ عئاظف ثودح نع ریراقت كانھ•
ًایكاب ،ھتیب جراخ فقیً اصخش تلباق•
.ثدح اذام كرابخلإ نودعتسم مھ•
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