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STORY TELLING THROUGH A CHARACTER’S JOURNEY

1
Why characters are key to your story
They have to go on a journey
What to do when the journey is over
(which is usually the case)
How to set up your character
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What Do You Think Makes a Great Story?
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THE FOUR BASIC BUILDING BLOCKS FOR A GOOD TV STORY:
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1.GREAT PICTURES

2.GREAT PLOT (structure)
3.GREAT WRITING

4.GREAT CHARACTERS
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We will look at all four, but let’s start with CHARACTERS
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1.GREAT PICTURES
2.GREAT PLOT (structure)

3.GREAT WRITING

4.GREAT CHARACTERS _
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5
CHARACTERS ARE KEY
We are not just reporting the news,
we are telling compelling stories about people
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Whether it’s the movies or
TV news, your characters
have to gg on a journey
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They struggle
They win, they lose...
They discover ...
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In other words — they grow and change
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Whether it’s the movies or
TV news, your characters
have to gg on a journey
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v'They struggle

v'They win, they lose...
v'They discover ...

vIn other words — they grow and change (c)www.juliansher.com
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The great stories are all journeys...
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The character does not always have to be a person...
it can be a place (Kharkiv)
or a thing (art, a river, a mountain...)
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The problem is that in news, often by the time a TV reporter meets the character, their journey is almost over ... or half-way done e
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Characters need to change on that journey
(even if you have to “recreate” that change)
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If they are gngry, go back to when they were happy

If they are beaten, go back to when they had hope

If they did something bad, go back to when they were_good
If they are dead, bring them back glive
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How do you build that journey if you were not there to film it?
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How do you build that journey if you were not there to film it?
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> CLIPS FROM A WELL-PLANNED INTERVIEW (BEGINNING, MIDDLE,
END)

> VISUALS:
-ARCHIVES, PHOTOS
-NEW SEQUENCES YOU PLAN
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How do you build that journey if you were not there to film it?
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> CLIPS FROM A WELL-PLANNED INTERVIEW (BEGINNING, MIDDLE,

END)
> VISUALS:
-ARCHIVES, PHOTOS
-NEW SEQUENCES YOU PLAN

> VISUALS:
-ARCHIVES, PHOTOS
-NEW SEQUENCES YOU PLAN
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Mazan'’s journey:
A Syrian torture victim fights back
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Watch the full CBC documentary “The Truth Smugglers"
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6s1FvaWcDO
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The Truth Smugglers
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To plot your character’s journey, you need The Five Cs
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A YOUNG MAN FULL OF HOPE
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CAPTURE AND TORTURE »  Character
is '”J ’u-‘ I The protagonist
= » Context
» What you need to
know
THE WORLD TURNS ITS BACK care Y you should
"“ d‘)"“"ﬂd’ »  Conflict
The guts of the story
v »  Climax
The outcome
STILL FIGHTING FOR JUSTICE Conclusion
sl Jpl O Jlaill Joa] g0 What happens next

the lessons learned
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Let’s look at some of your stories:

GROUP EXERCISE: CHARACTERS ON A JOURNEY
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Group Exercise
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*  WHO WOULD BE YOUR MAIN CHARACTER ON A JOURNEY?

¢+ HOW WOULD YOU FILM THEM DIFFERENTLY TO ILLUSTRATE
THEIR JOURNEY?

¢ WHAT NEW CLIPS WOULD YOU GET TO SHOW THAT
EMOTIONAL JOURNEY?
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How to choose your main character
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Three types of characters
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THE PERSON IN POWER
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THE PROTAGONIST
(Your main character)
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THE PROTAGONIST
(Your main character)

Member of a vulnerable group

The hero dL

- o

The story-teller

Victim/survivor gu ji g\ﬂm
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THE PERSON IN POWER
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Experts, commentators Q;ﬂa—oj\ cc\)eﬂ\,
Witnesses, observer uj-\S\JAM ‘J}g-mﬂ\

People the hero helped uasj\ d‘L:‘ ﬁ“d‘;\-‘-“ UAM\
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How to choose your main character
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Three crucial criteria:
Central to the story (it happened to them or they were an eye-witness)
Talks well, eager to talk
Went on a journey, they changed...
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How to choose your main character
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Other pluses (not obligatory but can help)
They have photos, other memories
There are video archives of them

You can film them in action
Balance: gender, age, nationality
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Don’t let your characters disappear!
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You need at least TWO, if not three clips from your main character
You MUST HAVE one clip at the BEGINNING, one near the END
And maybe one in the MIDDLE
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YOUR CLIPS FROM YOUR CHARACTERS ARE THE EMOTIONAL BUILDING BLOCKS OF YOUR STORY
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A TYPICAL NEWS STORY MIGHT HAVE 2 OR 3 CLIPS
— THEY HAVE TO BUILD AND RISE
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YOU DON’T WANT A FLAT LINE -- ALL OF THEM THE SAME INTENSITY (AND ONLY INFORMATION)
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YOU CERTAINLY DON’T WANT A LINE CRASHING, AS THE CLIPS GET MORE AND MORE BORING

YOU WANT A MOUNTAIN OF TENSION AND DRAMA
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SETTING UP YOUR CHARACTER

‘_5!-.. “« e:\ﬁj A . -

IF YOU DON'T TAKE A FEW SECONDS WITH VISUALS AND SOUND AND SCRIPT TO SET UP YOUR CHARACTER ...
THEY ARE JUST A NEWS CLIP — NOT A REAL PERSON
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SCENES OF THE REPORTER TALKING WITH SOMEONE IS NOT A SETUP OF YOUR CHARACTER
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Setting up your character WITH VIDEO: . - )..
<
... some good examples and tricks o G 3 j .
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* What is the mood, the theme you are trying to show — power? Anger?

sadness?

*  What is the best scene that reflects the character
* Natural, live events are the best —if not, try to simulate it
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Take your time to make the reveal...
A young victim of Rana Plaza in Bangladesh
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Find creative ways to set up your character,
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Amnar Zmarak, a Taliban in exile for 30 years in Doha...
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www.juliansher.com/training

TRAINING MATERIAL IN ARABIC THE CAMERA THE CANERA AS A
AS A STORY TELLER e
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The Art of TV Story-Telling
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MAKING GRAPHICS

ASTERING THE TV INTERVIEW (2013) PART OF YOUR STQRV-TELLING
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MASTERING THE ART OF
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I /
Contact Julian Sher

WHATSAPP: 1.514.467.8000

= TWITTER: @ijuliansher
= EMAIL: julian@sher.com
= WEB PAGE: www.juliansher.com
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